MODEL ENGINEERS’

Optical Centre Finder

‘Bluey’ wrote this useful article
which appeared in Model
Engineers’ Workshop, issue One
In 1996. Anyone familiar with his
distinctive writing style will
Immediately realise that ‘Bluey’ is
one of the pen-names Stan Bray
used when he was Editor of MEW.

Thanks to Bill Coombs ‘Cornish
Jack’ for help in preparing this
version.

This version is copyright
MyTimeMedia and the Author
1996, 2017



When you are setting-up work
or marking out, do you
sometimes sigh “oh for a pair of
egas"? In this ingenious feature
'‘Bluey’ comes to the rescue
with an easily made pair of aids
for your workshop. You'll find
this optical centre-punch and
centre-finder indispensable and

they'll cost a fraction of what
you'd pay tor commercial items,
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Top left, the body of the optical centre
punch; this one i3 from alumindum bul
almast any material will do. Top right,
the magnifying lens for the taol Made
from acrylic. it is a simple turning
axprcise; shank must be a good sliding
fit in the body and the large diameter
roundsd &t the end fo provide
magnification. Naxt down. the centre
punch, This, too, shouwld be a shiding it
in tha bady: tha ‘0’ ring art the top has
no effect on the operation of the tool
but makes it easior to handle. Next
dowmn, the ends of the body and
magnifier. The 'O’ ring recessad in the
body prevents accidental movement
when adjustments aré made. Black falt
tip pen ink wiped over the base of the
magnifier picks out the cross-hairs
Near right, the body with magnifier
ready fo be positionod over the work
Far mght, whan the body is in the
correct pogition the magmritier is
removed and replaced by the centre
punch
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A linal view of the eptical cenire punch i s 4
autlit: left is the punch itself, at right 5 ¥ = =4
the support body and sight 1
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